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Abstract

This study aims to examine the quantity of ketamine submitted for analysis at the
Narcotics Subdivision, Central Police Forensic Science Division, Royal Thai Police. Employing a
qualitative research approach, the researcher collected statistical data from the network
system and the Police Forensic Science Office Information System (F-net) between 2021 and
2024. The data encompassed 68 police stations under the jurisdiction of Metropolitan Police
Divisions 3-9. The obtained data were subjected to statistical analysis, and a questionnaire
was administered to the target population. The results revealed that the spread of ketamine
in the Bangkok metropolitan area mostly originated from areas under the jurisdiction of the
Metropolitan Police Division 5. This area is characterized by a high concentration of
entertainment venues, a large number of both Thai and foreign tourists, and densely
populated communities with a significant youth population. The study further indicated that
the number of quantitative analyses exceeded that of qualitative analyses, suggesting that
ketamine distribution in the area is predominantly associated with possession for sale rather
than possession for personal consumption. On average, ketamine-related cases in each district
ranged from 11 - 15 cases per year, with an average ketamine quantity of 1.0-3.0 grams per
case. The purity of ketamine hydrochloride ranged between 91% and 97%. Regarding the
causes influencing initial drug use, the study found that external peer influence, curiosity,
familial drug use, and residence in deteriorated or slum areas were among the primary

contributing factors.

Keywords: Psychotropic substances / Ketamine / Metropolitan Police Division 5
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