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Abstract

This study investigated the physical characteristics, composition, and prevalence
factors of methamphetamine (Ya-ba, Ya-ice) and ketamine (Ya-K) in Phichit Province, utilizing
data from experienced local investigators and forensic officers. Key findings indicate that Ya-ba (pills)
varies significantly in appearance (color, size, symbols), while Ya-ice (crystal) is more uniform.
Drug sourcing and transport networks are complex and systematic. Prevalence is primarily
influenced by environmental and economic factors. Distribution is concentrated in remote
locations and areas popular with youth, with primary user demographics identified as hired

laborers, porters, and young people.
Keywords: Drug epidemic, Methamphetamine, Ketamine, Phichit
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